Hit a “Homerun” with Tuition!!



Agenda

] First Base — Types of Tuition
[ Second Base — Tuition Forms

J Third Base —SB 191: Permissive Tuition Levy

J Home Plate — Accounting



Types of Tuition

Parent Tuition

— Parent initiates tuition because they want their child to attend school in
another district

District Tuition

— District initiates tuition because student would be best served in another
district

— District initiates tuition because of mandatory tuition factors
State Tuition

— Tuition is paid by the state because student was placed by a parent/guardian,
state agency or court into a foster or group home

Detention Centers
— Tuition is charged by the facility to the student’s resident district



Tuition Considerations

DISTRICT MUST HAVE TUITION POLICY

Do we accept out of district students? Under
what circumstances?
— Space, behavior, other specific criteria

e For what grades/programs?

— 7/8 programs, Montessori, full-time kindergarten
 What will the tuition rate be?

— No more than 20% of maximum per-pupil ANB

— Same for each type of entity



Parent Tuition

Parent sends FP 14 to District of Choice
Agreement is approved by District of Choice

If tuition is charged, District of Residence must
approve the tuition agreement

If tuition is not charged, no approval from
District of Residence is required

Tuition is paid according to district policy



District Tuition
(Discretionary)

e Districts agree to serve a student, or group of
students, in one district

— An elementary district agrees to send their 7-8
students to the elementary school in the high
school district

— One or more elementary districts agree to send
students with a specific disability to one district
for services



District Tuition
(Discretionary)

District of Residence must initiate the
agreement

District of Choice must agree to the terms

District of Residence pays tuition (if charged)
to the District of Choice

— Payment schedule is determined by agreement

Maximum tuition is 20% of maximum per-ANB
plus SPED add-on rate (Option A, B, or C)



District Tuition
(Mandatory)

e Student lives closer to District of Choice, is more than 3
miles from District of Residence, AND District of
Residence does not provide transportation (including
mileage reimbursement)

e Student cannot attend District of Residence because of a
geographic barrier (determined by county transportation
committee)

e Studentis a member of a family required to send another
child outside of the elementary district to attend high
school — must live more than 3 miles from the District of
Residence (student may remain enrolled after older
sibling graduates)



District Tuition
(Mandatory)

Parent/guardian must initiate agreement

Both District of Choice and District of Residence
must approve the agreement

District of Residence pays tuition to District of
Choice (up to 20% of maximum per-ANB plus
SPED add-on rate — Option A, B, or C) for first or
second scenario

Parent/guardian pays tuition (up to 20% of
maximum per-ANB rate) for third scenario



State-Paid Tuition
(FP 14/14A)

e Student is placed by the parent/guardian,
court or state agency into a group home or
foster home outside the student’s District of
Residence

— District of Residence determined by the residence
of the parent/guardian

— If parental rights are terminated, residence
determined by the location of the court that
terminated the parental rights



State-Paid Tuition
(FP 14/14A)

Agreement initiated by District of Choice

Office of Public Instruction acknowledges the
agreement

District of Residence approves the agreement

Agreements entered into MAEFAIRS and paid
based on days enrolled

Tuition (20% of maximum per-ANB plus SPED
add-on rate or regular education add-on rate)
paid the year following attendance



State-Paid Tuition
(FP 15)

e Reimbursement for students attending day
treatment programs at private, non-sectarian schools
under the provisions of an individualized education
program (IEP) at district expense

— Students in day treatment programs cannot be counted for
ANB

— Reimbursement for lost ANB — not a provision for payment
of tuition

— Student must have been enrolled at day treatment
program over one of three count dates



State-Paid Tuition
(FP 15)

e District completes FP15 at the close of the
fiscal year

e The Office of Public Instruction determines
the ANB entitlement the district would have
been eligible for

e Reimbursement cannot exceed actual
payment of tuition or fees



State-Paid Tuition
(FP 15)

e Students attending school out-of-state at
district expense

— Tuition cannot be greater than the average annual
cost for each student in the child’s District of
Residence (total expenditures for all budgeted
funds divided by the October enrollment in the
preceding fiscal year)



Detention Centers

e Resident students detained in youth detention
facility
— Districts charged $20 per day for each student
detained more than 9 consecutive days

— Sent to the district by June 30" — must be paid by
July 15t

— Payment is made to the county where the facility
is located (not to the facility itself)



FP 14 and FP 14 A

e Tuition agreements should be completed for
every student (even if no tuition is charged)
using OPI forms

e Parent/guardian to district and district to
district agreements completed and submitted
according to district policy

e State-paid agreements must be submitted by
June 30" following the year of attendance



FP 14
Section |




FP 14
Section Il




FP 14
Section |l



FP 14
Section IV



FP 14A

Tuition Add-On Rate for Students Who Meet
Specific Criteria:
e Special Education Students

» Option A — Student has IEP with minimum 15
hours of service

» Option B — Student has unique costs that exceed
Option A

»Option C — Program has unique costs (requires OPI
approval)



FP 14A

 Regular Education Students

» Students without Disabilities — Student has unique
costs (maximum $2,500)



FP 14-A
Part | and Il



FP 14-A
Part Ill = Choose Option A, Bor C



FP 14-A
Part Ill = Choose Option A, Bor C



FP 14-A
Part Ill = Choose Option A, Bor C



FP 14-A
Part IV



Enter the calculated
amount from the FP 14-
A into the appropriate
section of the FP 14

Add the Regular Ed Rate
to the Special Rate to
obtain the Total Annual
Tuition

Do not adjust for the
days enrolled
(MAEFAIRS does this
automatically)

FP 14-A



Accounting

* Generally, tuition receipts are credited to the general
fund (01) and transportation receipts are credited to the

transportation fund (10)
* Exceptions:

— Receipts for students without disabilities, but
extraordinary costs, that exceed the prior year

— Receipts for students with disabilities that exceed
tuition for students without disabilities the prior year

— All other receipts that exceed the receipts of the prior
year



Accounting

 General Fund Deposits
— From parent/guardian: X01-1310-XXX
— From OPI: X01-3117-XXX
— From another district: X01-3120-XXX

 Transportation Deposits
— Regular education: X10-1410-XXX
— Special education: X10-1420-XXX



Accounting

e Tuition receipts meeting the exception
may be deposited into the miscellaneous
programs fund (15) — a unique project
reporter code is required
— X15-1320-XXX



Accounting

e Tuition payments are made from the tuition
fund (13)
— In-state, regular education: X13-XXX-1XXX-561
— In-state, special education: X13-280-1XXX-561

— In-state, day treatment/private program: X13-
280-1XXX-320

— QOut-of-state, regular education: X13-XXX-1XXX-
562

— Out-of-state, special education: X13-280-1XXX-
562




Accounting

 Transportation payments are made from the
transportation fund (10)
— In-state, regular education: X10-XXX-27XX-51X
— In-state, special education: X10-280-27XX-51X

— Out-of-state, regular education: X10-XXX-27XX-
512

— Out-of-state, special education: X10-280-27XX-
512



Accounting

e Detention Center Payments

— Use X13-1XX-1XXX-563 to pay obligation (paid to
county)



SB 191

e Allows districts to levy the actual cost of a
student’s individualized education program

(IEP) and finance the cost through the tuition
fund

e Students must be resident students (students
attending under an attendance agreement are
not eligible)

e Districts who belong to a coop may not levy
costs for services provided by the coop



SB 191

e Allows districts to levy the following

—Tuition and transportation for out-of-district
attendance for resident pupils

—Providing a free and appropriate education
to children with disabilities who reside in
the district



SB 191

e Special Education levy is restricted to the actual cost
of service, minus the following:

— The student’s state special education payment (total state
SPED payment divided by current ANB)

— The student’s federal special education payment (federal
allocation divided by prior year October enrollment)

— The student’s per ANB amount (first ANB)

— Prorated basic entitlement (district’s basic entitlement by
budget unit, divided by budgeted ANB of that budget unit)

— Prorated general fund payments — quality educator, at risk,
Indian education for all, American Indian achievement gap
— (total of payments divided by budgeted ANB)



SB 191

e Districts should consider their Maintenance of
Effort (MOE) requirements when levying costs
for Special Education students — monies
expended from the tuition and transportation
funds in accordance with SB 191 will be
considered in the MOE calculation

e Districts should continue to follow current law
for students in day treatment programs



SB 191 Accounting
Option 1
Estimate cost per student using the SB 191 Permissive
Levy Tuition Calculator
Levy the estimated amount

Expend cost from the tuition fund

If actual cost is greater than levied amount, levy for
additional funds to cover actual cost in the ensuing year

If cost is less than levied amount, use remaining funds
to reduce the new levy in the ensuing year

No penalty if costs do not materialize (e.g., student
leaves mid-year)



SB 191 Accounting
Option 1

e |f a student leaves the district mid-year, costs
previously associated with the student must be
transferred to the general fund

Example: .20 FTE for a special education teacher
is included in John Doe’s total special education
cost. If John leaves the district, that FTE must
now be expended from the general fund.



SB 191 Accounting
Option 2
Estimate cost per student using the SB 191
Permissive Levy Tuition Calculator
Take an interfund loan for the estimated cost
Expend costs from the tuition fund

In year 2, levy the actual cost for tuition — pay
back the interfund loan

Take another interfund loan to pay costs in the
second year (repeat steps)



Resources

 OPl Webpage

— Note new location of Tuition/Attendance
information!!

* Nicole Thuotte

— nthuotte@mt.gov
— (406) 444-4524







CONTACTS

Nicole Thuotte

(406) 444-4524
nthuotte@mt.gov



